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And another, an ex-governor of Illinois, said to me,1
" If a man knew anything, he would sit in a corner
and be modest; but he is such an ignorant peacock,
that he goes bustling up and down, and hits on extra-
ordinary discoveries."

There is also this benefit in brag, that the
speaker is unconsciously expressing his own ideal*
Humour him by all means, draw it all out, and hold
him to it, Their culture generally enables the tra-
velled English to avoid any ridiculous extremes of
this self-pleasing, and to give it an agreeable air.
Then the natural disposition is fostered by the respect
which they find entertained in the world for English
ability. It was said of Louis XIV. that his gait and
air were becoming enough in so great a monarch, yet
would have been ridiculous in another man; so the
prestige of the English name warrants a certain con-
fident bearing, which a Frenchman or Belgian could
not carry. At all events, they feel themselves at
liberty to assume the most extraordinary tone on the
subject of English merits.

An English lady on the Rhine hearing a German
speaking of her party as foreigners, exclaimed, "No,
we are not foreigners : we are English; it is you that
are foreigners." They tell you daily, in London,
the story of the Frenchman and Englishman who
quarrelled. Both were unwilling to fight, but their
companions put them up to it; at last, it was agreed
that they should fight alone, in the dark, and with
pistols: the candles were put out, and the English-
man, to make sure not to hit anybody, fired up the